
 
 
 

Why did Pius XII institute the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker? 
 
St. Joseph’s May 1st feast day was a response to a Communist celebration. 
 
In 1955, a huge swath of the world lay under the evil shadow of Communism. 
 
Among the efforts of Pope Pius XII to counter the evil effects of Communism’s atheistic 
ideology was the institution of a new feast in honor of St. Joseph the Worker. Pius XII 
placed it on May 1st, the same day that the Communists held their “May Day” 
celebration: an anti-religious, secular commemoration of labor. 
 

 
Lenin and his fellow communists viewed work in purely materialistic terms 

 
To counter the communist view, Pope Pius XII placed before the faithful the example 
of St. Joseph the Worker, true model of all workers. Unlike the Communists—who 
viewed work in purely materialistic terms and cut God right out of the equation—St. 
Joseph’s work had a supremely spiritual dimension. 
 
St. Joseph did his work, quite literally, for God. As a carpenter in Nazareth, he worked 
in order to support the Child Jesus and His Mother Mary. Jesus learned the carpenter’s 
trade from St. Joseph and worked for the majority of His life as a carpenter Himself. 
The life of the Holy Family shows us the value, beauty, and sanctity of work. 
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St. Joseph the Worker is the patron saint of all workers, especially husbands and 
fathers who get up and go to work every day to support the family they love and 
cherish. 
 
Invite St. Joseph into your workspace with our beautiful St. Joseph the Worker statue, 
crafted by the artisans at St. Joseph’s Studio. Richly colored and standing 10” high, this 
image of St. Joseph the carpenter is perfect for a workbench, office desk, or wherever 
you put your hands to a task. Perfect for Father’s Day! Orders yours while it’s in stock 
at The Catholic Company! 
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